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in the history of the New World) las Casas published the details
of his famous humanitarian scheme for the complete liberation
of his Indian charges. Each Spaniard living in the New Spain
was to be granted the right to import twelve African Negroes, and
the Indians were to be allowed to return to what remained of their
own farms after the immigrants had deprived them of the better
parts.
Poor las Casas lived long enough to come to a true realization
of what he had done. His shame (for he was an honest man) was
such that he retired to a monastery in Haiti. Afterwards he
returned to public life and tried once more to fight the battles of
the unfortunate heathen. But nobody listened to him, and When
he died in 1556 new plans were under way to bind the Indians
even more fully to the soil, and the African slave trade too was in
full swing.
What this trade meant to Africa during the 300 years of its exis-
tence we can only guess from the few reliable figures that have
come down to us. The actual slave-hunting was not done by white
men. The Arabs, who could wander at will over the entire
northern part which had gradually been converted to Moham-
medanism, held a monopoly of that trade. They had sold an occa-
sional shipload of blackamoors to the Portuguese since 1434* but
their business did not assume the gigantic proportions of tie later
days until 1517. There was big money in it. The Emperor Charles
V (he of the famous Habsburg chin) bestowed upon one of his
Flemish friends a grant which allowed Him to carry 4000 African
slaves each year to Haiti, Cuba, and Porto Rico. The Fleming at
once sold his imperial patent to a Genoese speculator who paid him
25,000 ducats for it The Genoese in turn sold it to a combination
of Portuguese, and these Portuguese went to Africa and got in
touch with the Arab dealers and the Arab dealers raided a number
of Sudanese villages until they had about 10,000 slaves together
(one must count on a heavy percentage of loss during the voyage)
who were then packed into the hold of some evil-smelling carack
and despatched across the ocean.
Rumours of this new and easy way to get rich spread far and
wide. The Papal Bull which had divided the whole world into